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There are three milzye a central yole in our religious life: walmud Torah, praver. and
cntunafi; faith. The zaken, 'i'd r*elson is considered wise. because he has had more opporiuni-
11¢s and more houts 1o spend in the tent of Torah This is why we equate zaken with chacham, age
with wisdor. Matunty is zmpona::' for the study of Torah, for 2n immature mind cannot study,
cannat analyze, cannot infer. As far as talmud Toran is concerned, the mature adult. the wrained

"“mnd is the ideal person.
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But tie scene changes campletely when we turn to praver and pour out our hearts before
God. The adult. the proud mind, the independent thinker does rot know the art of praver Whle
talmud Torah requires sell-afirmation and seif-aporeciation, tofilah dermands se 1 -negation. The
mood that generates a desire for praver is ong of hopelessness and ban r(l’.ip[ ¢y To prav means 1o
surrender one’s pride and self-confidence, 1o put eside any awarsness of greatness, freedom. and
indepandence.

Prayer is for those who are capable of comp?“‘ trust in the Holy One. Instincuvely the child
feels that he is in the emprace of sofmeone who loves him very much. who will protect him and do
anything 1o make his life hapoyv and better That fec -O&' 'he Very oot of praver, —

There is another very impormant religious act w SR 2 person can periorm. This
s evunah. Faith in God requires suspension of Ju '“rende riot only of the body but

y %

‘cb of the mind. Emunah sometimes confronis us lienge 1o suspend our judgmert, o act
i though we do not understaﬂd h, ve are atlin eTizin Way,
Ta!rmw Torah requires aduithood; prayer and faith require chuldhood. We must be readv for
54 borh, Capat"l of assumin Q‘Lh> Ldtnm‘: either of a child ov an adult. The Talmud savs, The coin issued

by Abraham had the images of an old man and woman on one side, and L?e: images of a \mmg bov and gir
on the other side (Bava Kamma 97b). Sarah and Abra
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